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Rescuing Stranded Marine Mammals
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Wish List





GPS


Shelving and Cabinets


Dry Suits


Television


VCR


Laundry Sink


Hand Cart/ Dolly


Large Coolers


Gas-powered Generator


Laser Printer


Rechargeable Search Lights














New Staff Members at CCSN!





We would like to welcome two new staff members to the CCSN family!  Through two generous federal grants, CCSN has been able to hire additional stranding response staff.  Brian Sharp, a former Manatee Stranding Program Biologist for Florida Fish and Wildlife, has joined CCSN as a fulltime Assistant Stranding Coordinator.  Our new part-time Assistant Stranding Coordinator is Betty Lentell, who has worked as a CCSN Intern for over a year.  Betty and Brian bring new skills and expertise to our growing program.  This promises to be an exciting and productive year for CCSN! 








A Record Year for Strandings





In 2002 the staff and volunteers of CCSN responded to an astonishing 296 strandings!  This is a 48% increase from 2001.  We also witnessed an increase in mass strandings in 2002:  eight mass stranding events occurred, involving 173 animals.  The good news is that the mass stranding prevention techniques that CCSN has begun to implement have worked in several cases.   Herding animals with boats and pingers (small acoustic alarms that emit a high frequency sound that is a deterrent to the animals) resulted in 80 animals being successfully herded into deeper water.   A total of 25 other animals were placed into rehabilitation facilities.  In addition to the 296 strandings, CCSN also recorded 298 reports which did not require intervention, such as healthy seals resting on the beach.  





Winter is here!





This is the time of year that we most frequently see an increase in mass strandings, harbor porpoise strandings, and ice seal reports. Ice seals (Harp and Hooded seals) do not usually retreat to the water when approached and often stay in the same location for several days.  Most of the ice seals that we see at this time of year are juveniles.  Young harp seals look similar to harbor seals but have more irregular, ink blot type spots.  Juvenile hooded seals have a blue/gray back, white belly and no spots. If you encounter a seal on the beach, please stay at least fifty yards away.  Do not handle the seal or approach it.  Report seals in distress to the CCSN Hotline.  Before calling, try to note the answers to the following questions:





What does the seal look like?  How big is it?  Does it lift its head to watch you? Is it vocalizing?  Is there any fur missing?  Is there any discharge from the nose or eyes?  Are there any visible wounds or blood?  Is it entangled in any fishing gear or plastic debris? (Please refer to your Pinniped handbook for additional assessment information.)





Volunteers:


Make sure your stranding bag is packed with warm clothes and specialized gear.  Consult your Introductory manual for a list of suggested items.   


Review your training manuals.  Your preparedness will aid in a swift and effective response.  


If you are called for a mass stranding, don’t forget to check-in at the operations base.
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Important New Contact Info:





Please report all live and dead stranded marine mammals to the CCSN Hotline (508-743-9548).  All calls to the hotline will be forwarded to the on-call staff 24 hours a day/ 7 days a week.  Please discontinue the use of our pager number (508-301-7859).  For non-stranding related calls, please continue to contact us at our office (508)-743-9805. 





Don’t hang up when get a recorded phone call, it may be CCSN notifying you of a stranding!  A new volunteer notification system is on the horizon.  Soon CCSN will be equipped with an automated phone system which will be programmed to call volunteers and alert them to strandings.  The system will give you a short message with instructions.  If you are a CCSN volunteer and do not wish to be programmed into the system, please notify our interns at interns@capecodstranding.net. 
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Seal Disentanglement Program Saves Seals





Imagine a potentially aggressive, 400lb Gray seal with a life-threatening entanglement around its neck.  Fishing gear, marine debris, and even Aerobie™ Frisbees can become entangled around a seal’s neck and flippers.  The seriousness of this problem becomes apparent when you observe that the gear has cut into the flesh causing constriction, wounds, and deformities.  The animal has become compromised and emaciated from carrying the gear for an extended period of time.  You observe him weakly hauling out on a sand bar. 


This scenario is all too familiar for the staff of CCSN.  Just how many seals succumb to entanglements is not yet known.   Last summer a minimum of 28 entangled individuals were reported to CCSN and on any given day at least one entangled animal could be sighted at Monomoy Island, Chatham.


To find a solution to this problem, CCSN researched options for safely capturing and disentangling seals at Monomoy.  Our biggest problem: by the time an entangled seal was reported to us and we made the 45 minute drive to Chatham, it was gone.  So, the first step was to assemble a specialized team, and pre-plan the capture attempts at low tide when the seals are hauled out.  With this accomplished, the question still remained: How do we catch one animal out of hundreds before they all escape to the water?


If you’ve ever watched Wild Kingdom you’re probably wondering,”Why not dart them with tranquilizers?”  What you don’t see on TV is that it can take up 20 minutes for the tranquilizer to take full effect.  This is plenty of time for the seal to escape into the water and drown.  We turned to several researchers and stranding organizations for advice.  Several of these professionals offered their ideas but commented on our unique situation by ending the conversation with a doubtful, “Good luck!”  


 Our first three attempts using the suggested techniques were unsuccessful. However, on September 30th, through a combination of suggested methods and our own ingenuity we found the recipe for success!  A bold attempt was made to capture an afflicted animal by maneuvering a small inflatable boat into the hauled out herd.   The boat, equipped with a propeller guard to protect the animals from the propeller blades, was used to drive the animal farther up the beach allowing an animal handler to jump onto the beach and catch the seal with a hoop net.  At that point several animal handlers restrained the seal and the netting was successfully removed.  Fortunately, this animal did not have a wound and appeared to be in very good health.  As a result, the seal was tagged and immediately released.    This proved to be CCSN’s first successful capture of an entangled seal within a large herd.  This summer, we plan to continue the program and hope for many more successes stories.





Acknowledgements:  The CCSN Disentanglement Team is comprised of specially skilled rescuers from CCSN’s volunteer base, the Animal Rescue League of Boston, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, New England Aquarium, The Cape Wildlife Center and The Whale Center of New England.  The Dolphin Trust, Pegasus Foundation, and the Island Foundation have provided generous support to the project.
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